GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE READINGS.

1. S. John 12: 12-15, 17-19 (The triumphal entry into Jerusalem)
The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast  heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna! " "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!" Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt." Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!"‹

2. S. Matthew 21: 12-13 (Christ cleanses the temple)
Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.' "

3. S. Luke 20: 21-25 (His enemies try to trap him with questions)
So the spies questioned him: "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" He saw through their trickery and said to them, "Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?" "Caesar's," they replied. He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

4. S. Matthew 26: 6-13 (The anointing of Christ’s head in Simon’s house)
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table. When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?" they asked. "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.."Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.

5. S. John 13: 4-7, 12-17 (The washing of the Apostles feet)
Jesus got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

6. S. Matthew 26: 26-29 (The Holy Communion, Gethsemane, Betrayal, Trial)
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father's kingdom."

7. S. Matthew 27: 15-17, 21-22, 26 (Crucifixion)
Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?"

"Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the governor. "Barabbas," they answered. "What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all answered, "Crucify him!" "Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

8. S. Matthew 27: 34 (Jesus is offered  drugged wine) – Reader remains at lectern

“Here they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.”

9. S. John 19: 17 (Jesus is crucified) – Reader  moves to one side after reading)

“Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha)”

Fr Max reads the reading from Prayersf or Pagans ‘The Building’

10. S. John 19: 18 (Reader returns to lectern – The hammer and the nails) Reader returns to seat after reading.

“Here they crucified him, and with him two others, one on each side and Jesus in the middle.”

Fr Max hands out nails for the nail meditation.

11. S. John 19: 19 (Reader returns – The indictment) Stays at lectern.
“Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

12. S. John 19: 2 (The robe and crown of thorns) After reading, reader moves to one side.

“The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe”

Fr Max reads the reading – The Robe

13. S. John 19: 29 ( The sponge – Reader return to seat after reading)
A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.

14. S. John 19: 34-37 (The Spear)
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced."

15. S. Luke 23: 39-42 and S. Mark 15: 39 (Reading that follows the bringing in of the spear)
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. " And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of God!"

GOOD FRIDAY SYMBOLS
1. 2 Palms.

2. Whip.

3. 10-200 and 500 pieces.

4. Fancy jar of oil or coloured yellow water.

5. Towel and Bowl.

6. Loaf of Bread (High tin) and Pottery Chalice.

7. Wine Bottle wrapped in straw around outsides.

8. 6' Rough hewn wooden Cross. 
9. Small sledge hammer and 3 railway sleeper nails.

10. 12" x 18 11 sign with rope attached at back to hang over Cross with large letters I N R 1.

11.
About 6' length of purple

material.

12. Crown of thorns made of thorns or barbed wire.

13. Large sponge (foam rubber about 6" x 4" x 2" would do).

14. Spear (6'long).

15. Small round Bar-B-Q. base on legs.
